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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  HIRAETHOG  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Mr.  Roberts  and  I have  pleasure  in  presenting  our  combined  report 
on  the  health  of  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  1963. 

The  year  showed  steady  progress  and  the  pressure  of  work  continued 
to  increase — this  was  not  only  due  to  the  acceleration  in  the  improvement 
of  houses  in  the  district,  but  also  to  the  coming  into  operation  in  October 
of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations.  Comment  about  each  is  made  in  the 
appropriate  section  of  the  report.  During  the  ensuing  year  the  work  will 
increase  further  on  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act,  and,  possibly,  new  Housing  legislation. 

We  wish  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Council, 
for  the  assistance  we  have  received  during  the  year.  We  also  thank  the 
Officials  and  Mlembers  of  the  Staff  for  their  ready  assistance  at  all  times. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  JONES  ROBERTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Chairmen  of  the  Council  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : 
January  to  May — Councillor  Rev.  W.  T.  Jones  (deceased) . 
June  to  December — Councillor  John  Owen. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  of  the  district 93,097  acres. 

Registrar  General's  estimated  population  (mid-1963)  4,520 

Number  of  occupied  houses 1,580 

Rateable  Value  (1/4/63)  - £112,115 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate £423 


The  estimated  population  for  1963  was  4,520  compared  with  4,530  in 
1962,  a decrease  of  10. 

DEATHS  : 


Comparability  Factor 1.01 


England  and 

Wales 

1963 

1962 

1963 

Crude  death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  ... 

12.2 

12.14 

12.39 

Corrected  death  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

— 

10.19 

12.51 

Still- birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  

— 

0.22 

0.22 

Still-birth  rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still- 
births)   

17.3 

12.04 

12.50 

Maternal  mortality  rate 

0.28 

NIL 

NIL 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

20.9 

12.19 

NIL 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births)  

— 

13.15 

NIL 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births)  

NIL 

NIL 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live 
births),  first  four  weeks 

14.2 

12.19 

NIL 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 
1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  ... 

— 

12.19 

NIL 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and 
deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still-births)  

24.09 

12.50 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  during 
the  year.  The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  1962  is  shown  in  the 
first  column  for  comparison  : 


' 1962  Total 

X 

Total  all  ages 

Under  4 weeks 

4 weeks  & under  1 yr. 

J, 

4 

Js 

4 

<M 

4 

65 — 

75  and  over 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

3 

M 

2 

2 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— < 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

10 

M 

2 

1 

1 

F 

2 

2 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

M 

— 

F 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  or  nervous 

1 

system 

12 

M 

F 

11 

i 

2 

8 

Coronary  disease,  angina | 

5 

M 

XT 

5 

Q 

*1 

1 

2 

1 

i 

1 

i 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

r 

M 

0 

1 

X 

1 

I 

1 

1 F 

Viparf  rl  i tips  cp 

71 

l M 

9 

1 

3 

5 

1 F 

1 

1 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

| M 

2 

2 

— 

1 F 

Influenza 

1 M 

1 F 

2 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

' u 

I M 

4 

1 

3 

-*■1 

1 1VJ. 
1 F 

Bronchitis 

M 

1 

1 

J-l 

1 iVA 

1 F 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

M 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

2 

1 

diseases  

2 

M 

1 2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— ■ 

1 

F 

1 3 

1 

2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

2 

M 

1 1 

1 

— 

' — 

— 

— 

! F 

All  other  accidents  

3 

| M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

F 

Congenital  malformation  

2 

1 

1 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Total  all  causes 

55 

| M 

31 

— 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

2 

9 

13 

F 

25 

1— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

17 
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The  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  age  groups  ; 


Under  4 weeks 

Total 

Males 

Females 

4 weeks  and  under  1 year  

— 

— 

— 

1 — 4 years  

1 

1 

— 

5 — 14  years 

. ...  — 

— 

— 

15 — 24  years 

— 

— 

25 — 34  years 

— 

— 

35 — 44  years  

2 

1 

1 

45 — 54  years 

5 

5 

55 — 64  years 

3 

2 

1 

65 — 74  years  

15 

9 

6 

75  years  and  over 

, ...  30 

13 

17 

TOTAL  

56 

31 

25 

There  were  56  deaths  during  the  year  compared  with  55  deaths  the 
previous  year,  giving  a death  rate  of  12.51  compared  with  10.19  in  1962. 
Of  these,  45  deaths  occurred  in  persons  aged  65  years  and  over. 

Malignant  diseases  accounted  for  8 dteaths  compared  with  14  the 
previous  year.  One  person  was  aged  between  45  and  55  years  and  the  others 
over  65  years  of  age. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  accounted  for  11  deaths  com- 
pared with  12  in  1962.  All  these  deaths  were  in  females  and  8 of  them 
were  more  than  75  years  of  age.  Coronary  diseases  and  angina  accounted 
for  8 deaths  compared  with  5 last  year  and  hypertension  with  heart 
disease  caused  2 deaths  compared  with  1.  Other  heart  diseases  caused  11 
deaths  compared  with  10  in  1962. 

There  were  2 deaths  from  influenza,  4 from  pneumonia  and  2 from 
bronchitis,  all  occurring  in  people  of  65  years  and  over. 

STILL-BIRTHS. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still-births)  was  12.50  com- 
pared with  12.04  in  1962  and  17.3  for  England  and  Wales.  The  actual 
number  of  still -births  was  1 compared  with  1 the  previous  year. 

This  occurred  in  hospital  and  the  cause  was  not  known. 

INFANT  DEATHS. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  NIL  compared  with  12.19  in  1962  and 
20.9  for  England  and  Wales.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  was  NIL 
compared  with  1 the  previous  year. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year,  giving  a Maternal 
Mortality  Rate  of  NIL,  the  same  as  in  1962  and  compared  with  0.28  for 
England  and  Wales. 
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BIRTHS. 

Comparability  Factor  : ...  1.18 

Actual  number  of  births  registered 5 (1  male  and  4 females) 

Number  of  births  relating  to  residents  ...  79  (36  males  and  43  males) 

There  are  no  Maternity  Hospitals  in  the  Rural  District  and  mothers 
are  admitted  to  Maternity  Homes  or  Hospitals  outside  the  area  for  their 
confinement. 


The  births  were  classified  as  follows  ; 


Males 

Females  Total 

Legitimate  

33 

41 

74 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Total ... 

36 

43 

79 

England  and  Wales 

1963 

1962 

1963 

Crude  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  ... 

18.2 

18.1 

17.48 

Corrected  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

— 

23.85 

20.62 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total 
live  births 

7.31 

6.33 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  1963  arranged  in  the  various  age  groups.  The  number  of 
cases  notified  in  1962  is  given  in  the  first  column  for  comparison  : 


Notifiable  Diseases 

1962  TOTAL 

1963  TOTAL  j 

Under  1 year 

1 — 5 years 

6 — 15  years 

AT  t 

s 

>» 

CM 

1 

o 

^GES 

if) 

c3 

<b 

>> 

T 

ZD 

CM 

C/5 

OJ 

>> 

l 

65  years  and  over 

Ages  unknown 

Measles 

— 1 

24 

— 

9 

14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  

— ' 

2 

I — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 “j 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

2 

—1 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

— 

11 

: — 

— 

— 

— 

1' 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

4' 

28 1 

— 

11 

15 

1 

1 

— 

1 - 

— 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  (including  tuber- 
culosis) notified  during  the  year  was  28  compared  with  4 cases  in  1962. 
The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  is  due  to  the  fact  that  24 
cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  1963  compared  with  NIL  in  1962. 

One  case  of  dysentery  was  notified  compared  with  NIL  the  previous 
year.  Investigations  were  carried  out  but  the  source  of  infection  was  not 
found  and  no  further  cases  were  notified. 
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No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  compared  with  two  cases 
in  1962. 

Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  compared  with  NIL  the 
previous  year. 

No  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  compared  with  two 
cases  in  1962,  but  one  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified 
compared  with  NIL  the  previous  year.  The  lesion  in  respect  of  this  case 
was  in  the  kidney. 

One  other  case  of  tuberculosis  (pulmonary)  was  added  to  the  register 
during  the  year,  the  patient  having  come  to  reside  in  the  district  from 
another  area. 

No  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  or  discharged  from  hospitals 
during  the  year. 

Five  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  removed  from  the  register  during  the 
year,  4 patients  having  left  the  area,  and  1 recovered. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the 
register  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  1963  : 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
Males  Females  Males  Females  Total 
Number  on  register  on  1st  January,  1963  ...  14  12  2 3 31 

Number  on  register  on  31st  December,  1963  14  9 2 3 28 

PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Vaccination  and  immunisation  against  various  diseases  were  continued 
during  the  year  as  follows  : 

AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS  : 

Sabin  (oral)  vaccine  was  used  throughout  the  County.  The  number 
of  children  and  adults  who  were  given  protection  against  this  disease 


during  the  year  was  as  follows  : 

Under  1 year 8 

1 — 4 years 8 

5 — 14  years — 

15 — 25  years 1 

26 — 40  years  2 

Total 19 


Number  given  the  3rd  injection ...  — 

Number  of  children  given  the  4th  injection — 

Number  given  1 dose  of  oral  vaccine  after  2 Salk  injections  13 

Number  given  1 dose  of  oral  vaccine  after  3 doses  of  Salk  vaccine  ...  29 

Number  given  1 oral  after  2 injections  and  1 oral 12 
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AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  TETANUS. 

Babies  up  to  the  age  of  2 years  are  given  the  triple  antigen.  A Booster 
dose  against  these  three  diseases  is  given  when  the  child  is  aged  between 
18  months  and  2 years  with  booster  doses  against  diphtheria  and  tetanus 
given  when  the  child  enters  school,  i.e.,  at  the  age  of  5 years  and  again 
at  10  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : 


Against  diphtheria — 

Under  5 years 6 

Over  5 years — 

Booster  doses 23 

Against  tetanus — 

Under  5 years 6 

Over  5 years — 

Booster  doses  21 

Against  whooping  cough — 

Under  5 years 6 

Over  5 years — 

Booster  doses 10 


AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 

Babies  are  vaccinated  against  smallpox  at  the  age  of  1-2  years  and 
the  number  of  vaccinations  given  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : 

Number  given  primary  vaccinations — 


Under  5 years 1 

5 — 14  years ...  — 

14  years,  and  over 8 

Number  of  re-vaccinations 5 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  although  several  visits  were  made  following  com- 
plaints received  that  aged  people  living  alone  were  not  receiving  the 
necessary  care  and  attention.  Various  social  services  were  called  in  (e.g., 
the  County  Welfare  Department^  Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses,  Home 
Help  Service,  etc.),  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  remove  anyone  under  a 
compulsory  order. 

One  case,  however,  remains  on  the  list.  She  was  found  to  be  living  in 
extremely  bad  conditions  in  February,  I9601,  and  she  was  removed  to  hos- 
pital. After  a period  there,  she  was  removed  to  Rhyddfan,  Ruthin,  where 
she  has  remained  up  to  date.  She  has  a family  but  they  are  unable  to 
help  her  and  the  condition  of  the  house  is  such  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  her  to  live  there.  She  will  not  give  consent  for  any  improvements 
to  be  made  to1  the  house. 

No  “Meals  on  Wheels  ” are  organised  in  the  area.  This  would  be  a 
boon  to  old  people  and  would  be  ,much  appreciated.  Not  only  would  the 
food  be  welcome,  but  looking  forward  to  a meal,  a visit  and  a chat  with 
those  delivering  it  would  be  appreciated  by  the  aged,  especially  by  those 
living  alone. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  year,  Llanrwst  Secondary  Modern  School  and  Llannvst 
Grammar  School  were  visited  for  the  purpose  of  testing  children  aged  13 
years  and  over  and,  where  necessary,  giving  B.C.G.  vaccination,  The 
number  of  children  tested,  etc.,  at  these  schools  were  as  follows — children 
from  the  Rural  District  attending  these  schools  are  included  in  the  follow- 
ing figures  : 


Pentrevoelas 

Secondary 

Modern 

School 

Llanrwst 

Grammcr 

School 

Llanrwst 

Secondary 

Modern 

School 

Number  of  children  tested  

♦ 

24 

88 

Number  of  children  found  to  be  positive  ... 

* 

4 

15 

Number  of  children  found  to  be  negative  . . . 

* 

20 

73 

Number  of  children  given  B.C.G.  vaccination 

* 

18 

69 

* Children  in  the  age  group  concerned  left  this  school  on  31/8/63. 
MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT. 


The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  did  not  visit  the  Rural  District  or  Llan- 
rwst Urban  District  during  the  year. 


PROGRESS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  WITHIN  THE  DISTRICT 

The  year  showed  steady  advancement  in  the  sanitary  circumstances 
of  the  area,  the  crowning  achievement  being  the  completion  of  the  Llyu 
Conwy  Trunk  Main  and  the  virtual  completion  of  the  Distribution  Mains 
and  Headworks. 

Water  supply  has  always  been  a problem  within  the  District,  and  for 
the  first  ti,me  the  larger  part  of  the  area  is  served  with  a fully  treated 
constant  supply,  which  should  not  fail  in  drought  conditions.  The  avail- 
ability of  this  water  will  accelerate  th©  further  improvement  in  housing 
conditions  in  the  District. 


SEWERAGE. 

In  1945,  the  Council  embarked  upon  a programme  for  the  provision 
of  water  supply  and  sewerage  to  all  the  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  Dis- 
trict, and  with  the  exception  of  the  sewering  of  the  village  of  Llanddoget 
and  the  hamlets  of  Tan  Lan  and  Mountain  View,  this  has  been  virtually 
completed.  The  scheme  for  Mountain  View,  which  provides  for  the  drain- 
age of  9 houses,  and  to  a small  septic  tank,  is  expected  to  be  com- 
pleted in  the  first  half  of  1964.  The  sewerage  scheme  in  relation  to  Llan- 
ddoget and  Tan  Lan  is  under  active  preparation  by  the  Council’s  Con- 
sulting Engineers  Messrs.  Richards  & Dumbleton,  Birmingham — but  diffi- 
culty was  experienced  with  the  original  prepared  scheme,  due  to  objection 
by  the  Gwynedd  River  Board  in  regard  to  the  discharge  of  the  final  effluent 
— the  owner  of  the  land  has  also  expressed  apprehension  regarding  this 
point.  It  is  hoped  that  all  these  matters  will  be  ironed  out  by  Public 
Inquiry  which  it  is  anticipated1  will  be  held  during  the  coming  year. 
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In  addition  to  the  sewering  of  the  villages  and  hamlets,  the  Council 
make  every  effort  to  get  the  owners  of  outlying  properties  to  provide  water 
carriage  drainage  in  the  form  of  septic  tanks.  Every  persuasion  is  made  on 
owners  to  take  advantage  of  the  grants  available  under  the  Housing  Acts 
to  modernise  their  houses.  This  work  has  been  aided  by  the  fact  that  full 
co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  in  regard  to  persons  improving  their  properties  under  the  Hill 
Farming  Acts. 

Statistics  in  regard  to  the  number  of  properties  connected  to  water 
carriage  drainage  can  be  seen  in  the  following  table — these  figures  do  not 
include  Council  Houses,  Licensed  Premises  and  Mansions.  For  comparative 
purposes  the  figures  for  1956  are  given  so  that  the  whole  picture  can  be 
gauged  in  perspective. 


Properties  drained  to  : Properties  with  : 

Wash-hand 

Parish  Sewer  Septic  Tank  W.C.  Bath  Basin 

1963  1956  1963  1956  1963  1956  1963  1956  1963  1956 


Eglwysbach 

57 

50 

74 

38 

131 

88 

103 

51 

99 

60 

Llanddoget  

— 

— 

32 

12 

f32 

12 

32 

11 

29 

13 

Llangernyw 

48 

— 

72 

46 

120 

46 

90 

48 

89 

52 

Gwytherin  

13 

9 

30 

7 

43 

16 

38 

14 

36 

16 

Llanrwst  Rural  ... 

50 

16 

124 

75 

If  SI- 

91 

135 

81 

136 

86 

Tir  Ifan 

20 

— 

12 

12 

32 

12 

24 

7 

24 

10 

Pentrefoelas 

30 

— 

30 

19 

60 

19 

43 

18 

44 

18 

Cerrigydrudion  . . 

62 

73 

71 

34 

133 

107 

106 

57 

10-5 

65 

Ll’hangel  G.M.  .. 

7 

3 

29 

8 

36 

11 

33 

13 

33 

13 

Llangwm  

12 

14 

79 

34 

91 

48 

77 

38 

78 

45 

299 

165 

553 

285 

450 

681 

338 

673 

378 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  per  cent,  have  water  carriage 
drainage  in  the  form  of  W.C.  and  4$  per  cent,  have  full  facilities  in  the 
form  of  W.C.,  bath,  and  wash-hand  basin.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  one 
cannot  but  comment  on  the  rapidly  changing  face  in  the  modernisation 
of  the  houses  in  the  district.  Until  a few  years  ago,  the  aim  was  for  each 
house  to  have  a W.C.,  either  internally  or  externally,  whereas  to-day,  the 
demand — and  rightly  so — is  for  full  drainage  facilities  (W.C.,  bath,  wash- 
hand  basin,  hot  water  supply) . Obviously  a tremendous  volume  of  work 
still  remains  to  modernise  all  the  houses  to  the  latter  standard,  but  two 
factors  will  give  added  impetus,  firstly,  the  extension  of  mains  water  supply 
in  the  form  of  the  Llyn  Conwy  Distribution  Mains  and,  secondly,  the 
impending  legislation  under  the  Housing  Act,  1964,  which  will  give  added 
stimulus  in  the  form  of  grants.  This  Act  provides  for  increased  grants 
together  with  the  bearing  of  one-half  the  cost  of  septic  tank  installation, 
and  the  addition  of  rear  annexe  to  house  new  bathroom  to  the  maximum 
of  £350.  There  is  a further  provision  for  a grant  to  be  made  towards  the 
lower  standard  of  providing  a W.C.  (externally  if  necessary),  sink  with  hot 
and  cold  water  supply  and  food  store.  The  part  of  the  Act  which  allows 
the  Local  Authority  a measure  of  compulsion  to  make  owners  provide 
for  bathrooms,  etc.,  should  be  of  considerable  aid  to  the  Council  in  their 
endeavours. 

As  in  the  previous  report  it  is  felt  appropriate  to  mention  that  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  properties  draining  to  septic  tanks  presents  some 
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difficulty,  and  ultimately  a public  health  problem  that  will  have  to  be  faced 
in  regard  to  having  these  tanks  properly  cleaned  out  at  intervals  ; house- 
holders do  not  appreciate  that  they  should  be  cleaned  out  every  12  to  18 
months  as  their  sludge  capacity  is  limited.  It  is  attempted  to  make  known 
that  a private  firm  operates  a septic  tank  cleaning  service  in  the  area  at  a 
very  reasonable  charge — £3  per  small  tank.  Regular  cleansing  is  essential 
to  eliminate  pollution  of  brooks  and  ditches,  which  is  not  only  an  obvious 
public  health  danger,  but  is  also  a contravention  in  many  instances  of 
the  Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Act,  1961. 

During  the  year,  the  small  sewage  works  at  Capel  Garmon  was 
modernised  at  a cost  of  £1,844. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  Council  conscientiously  feel  that  each  village  should  have  a public 
convenience,  and  during  the  year  proposals  in  respect  of  such  installations 
at  Llangwm,  Ysbyty  If  an  and  Eglwysbach  were  proceeeded  with,  and  it 
is  expected  that  these  buildings  will  be  erected  during  1964.  At  present 
the  Council  have  three  public  conveniences  in  their  district — Cerrigy- 
drudion,  Llangemyw  and  Pentrefoelas.  Due  to  gross  mis-use  and  filthy 
habits  of  persons  using  the  toilets  it  has  been  felt  necessary  to  re-install 
slot  machines  therein — it  is  impossible  to  understand  the  attitude  of  the 
public  who  cause  such  wilful  damage  and  foul  the  installations  which  have 
been  erected  for  their  benefit. 

It  is  also  felt  that  further  comment  might  be  made  in  regard  to  the 
County  Council  lay-bys,  especially  along  the  A. 5 trunk  road.  Much  has 
been  stated  regarding  this  problem,  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
Ministry  of  Transport  will  make  some  proposals  in  regard  to  the  solving 
of  this  difficulty,  which  can  only  be  done  by  the  siting  of  public  conveni- 
ences at  suitable  points.  The  need  for  a supply  of  water  within  easy  reach 
of  these  lay-bys  creates  difficulty  in  regard  to  water  carriage  drainage,  but 
there  is  no  reason  why  chemical  installations  cannot  be  provided.  Main- 
tenance is  an  obvious  problem,  from  an  economic  viewpoint,  and  from 
this  angle  it  is  unfair  to  expect  Rural  Councils  to  solve  this  problem, 
which  relates  in  the  main  to  passing  traffic,  and  should  obviously  concern 
the  County  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Transport.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
report  of  the  Working  Party  of  the  County  Surveyors  Society,  the  results 
of  which  have  now  been  forwarded  to  the  Ministry,  will  serve  to  break  the 
deadlock. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  completion  of  the  Distribution  Scheme  will  ensure  a constant 
supply  of  water  instead  of  the  intermittent  supply  experienced  in  the  past. 
During  dry  periods  it  was  found  necessary  to  restrict  consumption  of 
mains  water  from  the  small  Council  schemes  in  the  various  villages,  whilst 
many  farms,  which  are  now  able  to  connect  to  the  mains  supply  found 
their  privately  executed  schemes  running  short. 

The  Llyn  Conwy  Water  Board  Order,  1963,  provides  for  a supply 
of  filtered  water  of  wholesome  quality  to  three  Parishes  of  the  Aled  Rural 
District  and  to  all  the  Parishes  of  the  Hiraethog  Rural  District. 

The  provision  entitles  the  two  Constituent  Authorities  to — 

for  the  Aled  Rural  District  Council — 151,000  gallons  per  day  ; 
Hiraethog  Rural  District  Council— 460,000  gallons  per  day. 
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Surplus  water  at  the  Board’s  disposal  may  be  allocated  to  the  Authori- 
ties at  the  discretion  of  the  Board.  The  compensation  water  is  200,000 
gallons  per  day. 

The  source  of  the  supply  is  Llyn  Conwy  in  the  Parish  of  Eidda,  in 
the  County  of  Caernarvon.  The  lake  area  is  97  acres  and  the  lake  level 
is  1,488  feet  above  sea  level.  The  catchment  area  is  350  acres,  and  the 
long  average  rainfall  is  84  inches  annually. 

Estimated  yield  of  the  lake  below  1,488  feet  level  = 800,000  gallons 
per  day  with  a draw  down  of  about  4 feet. 

Details  in  respect  of  water  treatment  are  as  follows  : 

Capacity — To  treat  750,000  gallons  each  day  of  20  hours. 

Settling  Tanks — 3 No.  with  vertical  flow. 

Filters — 4 No.  Rapid  Gravity  Sand  Filters  each  with  an  area  of 
121  square  feet.  Coagulation  of  raw  water  with  alum  and 
soda.  Chlorination  and  acid  correction.  Automatic  stop -start 
controls. 

Details  of  distributions  are  as  follows  : 

Mains — The  raw  water  and  trunk  main  have  been  laid  in  various 
classes  of  asbestos  cement,  spun  iron  and  steel  pipes  : 

9 ins.  diameter  : 9 miles. 

12-ins.  diameter  : 4£  miles. 

15-ins.  diameter  : 4£  miles. 

About  2,000  yards  of  3 and  4 inches  diameter  pipes  have  been  laid 
in  short  branches  from  the  trunk  main  to  a number  of  service  reservoirs 
in  both  Rural  Districts. 

No  private  water  supply  schemes  were  executed  during  the  year  ; it 
is  apparent  that  most  farms  who  are  not  able  to  take  advantage  of  a 
mains  water  supply  have  completed  their  own  small  supply  schemes. 
Ultimately,  it  is  hoped  to  correlate  all  these  small  private  supplies  so  that 
regular  sampling  can  take  place.  Generally  speaking  the  quality  of  these 
small  private  supplies  is  satisfactory,  although  it  is  felt  that  some  do  not 
receive  proper  attention  in  regard  to  maintenance  and  cleansing. 

From  the  statistics  supplied,  it  will  be  seen  that  some  houses  still  have 
to  rely  on  shallow  well  supplies.  It  is  hoped  in  due  course  to  improve 
these  wells,  aithough  often  these  supplies  are  associated  with  houses  that 
are  unfit  and  cannot  be  repaired  at  a reasonable  expense,  and  many  will 
solve  themselves  as  the  housing  problem  is  tackled. 

With  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  water  in  the  Council’s  various 
schemes,  the  accompanying  tables  9how  the  bacteriological  and  chemical 
reports  taken  during  the  year. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS 
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Nil 
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matter 

Nil 
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NU 

30.0 

15.0 
6.6 

7.0 

30.0 

18.0 

2.0 
2.0 

2.2 

Chemical  Analysis 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution  . . 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

Nitrites 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ...  ...  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Perman- 
ganate in  4 hours  at  80°  F ... 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc 

Microscopical  examination  of 
the  sediment  

Temporary  Hardness  

Permanent  Hardness  . 

pH  Value 

pH  after  Calcium  Carbonate  .. 
Alkalinity  to  Methyl  Orange  ... 

Calcium  salts  as  Ca 

Magnesium  salts  as  Mg 

Lead  dissolved  in  24  hours  ... 

Action  on  copper  in  24  hours  . . . 
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Generally  speaking  the  water  arising  within  the  district  has  a high  pH 
value  and  as  such  has  vigorous  action  on  lead  and  galvanised  piping,  and 
the  Council's  Water  Bye-laws  prevent  the  use  of  this  material  in  the 
Parishes  of  Llangemyw,  Gwytherin  and  Tir  If  an. 

The  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied  from  the 
Council’s  mains  are  as  follows  : 


Parish 

No.  of  Dwellings 
supplied 
direct 

Population 

No.  of  Dwellings 
supplied  by 
Stand  Pipe 

Population 

Eglwysbach 

161 

481 

— 

— 

Llanddoget  

55 

165 

— 

— 

Llangernyw 

127 

380 

— 

— 

Gwytherin  . . 

27 

81 

— 

Llanrwst  Rural 

106 

316 

3 

10 

Tir  Ifan  

25 

75 

— 

— 

Pentrefoelas 

75 

224 

— 

— 

Cerrigydrudion 

162 

480 

12 

30 

Llanfihangel  G.M 

46 

138 

— 

— 

Llangwm 

58 

164 

— 

— 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  dwellings  now  receiving  a piped  water 
supply  can  be  seen  in  the  following  table  ; here  again  the  figures  do  not 
include  Council  Houses,  Mansions  and  Licensed  Premises,  all  of  which 
has  a piped  water  supply  : 


Mains  ! 
Internal 

1963  1956 

Supply 

External 

1963  1956 

Private 

Internal 

1963  1956  : 

Supply 

External  Well  Supply,  etc. 

1963  1956  1963  1956 

Eglwysbach  ...  .. 

. 136 

116 

4 

10 

60 

48 

5 

8 

20 

50 

Llanddoget  

. 53 

— 

— 

— 

7 

25 

2 

10 

1 

31 

Llangemyw 

. 100 

55 

1 

13 

55 

56 

1 

5 

36 

72 

Gwytherin  

. 26 

18 

— 

2 

25 

13 

1 

3 

8 

27 

Llanrwst  Rural  . 

. 92 

20 

3 

13 

127 

125 

7 

10 

42 

145 

Tir  Ifan 

. 21 

11 

2 

14 

15 

14 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Pentrefoelas  ...  . 

. 64 

22 

3 

7 

17 

23 

1 

8 

29 

65 

Cerrigydrudion  . 

. 121 

93 

12 

44 

51 

30 

— 

5 

20 

60 

Ll’hangel  G.M.  . 

. 35 

18 

— 

4 

30 

18 

2 

6 

19 

44 

Llangwm  

. 48 

9 

1 

O' 

82 

79 

7 

16 

39 

73 

696 

362 

26 

107 

469 

431 

26 

71 

216 

571 

Having  regard  to  the  newly-completed  trunk  and  distribution  schemes, 
and  all  those  small  schemes  to  the  various  villages  completed  since  1945 
which  are  now  being  connected  to  the  Llyn  Conwy  Distribution  Mains, 
the  water  supply  of  the  area  i9  generally  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity,  but  certain  exceptions  will  always  exist  in  regard  to  isolated 
properties. 
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With  regard  to  fluoridation,  the  Council  have  decided  not  to  proceed 
with  the  consideration  of  this  matter  due  to  the  imminent  formation  of 
the  new  Water  Board. 

On  the  implementation  of  the  Llyn  Conwy  Distribution  Scheme  in 
1964,  all  the  present  small  sources  of  the  Council’s  schemes  will  be 
abandoned. 

From  the  statistics  provided  it  will  be  seen  that  85  per  cent,  of  the 
properties  in  the  district  have  a piped  water  supply,  compared  with  63 
per  cent,  in  1956.  The  percentage  of  houses  with  mains  water  has  risen 
from  30  per  cent,  to  51  per  cent,  and  this  figure  will  rise  again  with  the 


completion  of  the  Distribution  Mains. 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections 600 

Samples  taken  from  public  supplies 25 

Samples  taken  from  private  supplies 7 

Satisfactory  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  ...  19 

Unsatisfactory  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  6 


Regular  sampling  of  private  schemes  is  impossible  at  present,  but 
occasional  visits  are  made  and  samples  taken.  Co-operation  in  this  work 
is  kept  with  the  Milk  Officer  of  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  and 
many  sources  have  been  improved  upon. 


HOUSING. 

In  1956,  as  required  by  Section  I of  the  Housing  Act,  1954,  a report 
was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  indicat- 
ing that  242  houses  were  classified  as  unfit  and  could  not  be  repaired  at  a 
reasonable  expense.  In  addition  to  this  there  were  171  houses  in  Class  3, 
which  were  regarded  as  being  border-line  cases  to  those  mentioned  in  the 
previous  class. 

These  houses  were  classified  by  the  Council  following  a comprehensive 
house-to-house  survey  and  were  consequently  divided  into  Classes  1,  2, 
3 and  4,  viz.  f 

Class  1 — Satisfactory,  fit  in  all  respects. 

Class  2 — Defective,  requiring  action  under  Public  Health  Act,  or 
Section  9 Housing  Act,  1957. 

Class  3 — Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvements,  of 
a more  extensive  nature  than  2.  Possibly  action  under  Section  9 could 
be  taken,  but  probably  preferable  under  Section  16,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Class  4 — Extreme  dis-repair  and  suggested  for  demolition,  either  in- 
dividually or  collectively  as  Clearance  Areas. 

The  figures  as  given  below  show  the  present  position  in  regard  to 
dwelling  houses  and  agricultural  properties,  and  the  relative  position  in 
1956.  It  will  be  seen  that  tremendous  strides  have  been  made  in  dealing 
with  the  problem — in  fact,  of  the  original  Class  4,  only  64  houses  remain, 
whilst  the  figure  for  Class  3 has  dropped  to  68.  It  is  pointed  out  that 
here  again  the  figures  do  not  include  Council  Houses,  Licensed  Premises 
and  Mansions. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CLASSES  — AGRICULTURAL  AND  DOMESTIC 

1963  


Parish 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Total 

Eglwysbach  ... 

..  40 

35 

8 

4 

94 

31 

3 

4 

219 

Llanddoget  ... 

...  8 

6 

1 

— 

40 

6 

1 

0 

62 

Llangernyw  ... 

...  38 

35 

11 

7 

54 

37 

1 

6 

189 

Gwytherin  . . . 

...  20 

12 

2 

1 

18 

3 

1 

1 

58 

Llanrwst  Rural 

..  64 

53 

12 

8 

66 

50 

7 

8 

268 

Tir  Ifan 

...  12 

3 

— 

— 

18 

2 

— 

3 

38 

Pentrefoelas  ... 

. . . 20 

25 

3 

1 

31 

27 

1 

4 

112 

Cerrigydrudion 

...  42 

32 

2 

i 

65 

41 

7 

10 

200 

Ll’hangel  G.M. 

..  21 

30 

6 

— 

13 

15 

— 

— 

85 

Llangwm  . . . 

...  39 

48 

1 

2 

44 

32 

1 

4 

171 

304 

279 

46 

24 

443 

244 

22 

40 

1402 

1956 

Parish 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Total 

Eglwysbach  ... 

..  14 

47 

16 

9 

65 

56 

8 

17 

232 

Llanddoget  ... 

...  5 

6 

4 

2 

8 

27 

4 

10 

66 

Llangernyw  ... 

..  18 

57 

12 

16 

29 

38 

10 

21 

201 

Gwytherin  ... 

...  5 

20 

8 

6 

6 

13 

2 

3! 

63 

Llanrwst  Rural 

..  30 

79 

19 

17 

58 

56 

8 

47 

314 

Tir  Ifan 

4 

8 

1 

2 

5 

9 

8 

6 

43 

Pentrefoelas  ... 

7 

35 

2 

1 

21 

36 

10 

13 

125 

Cerrigydrudion 

..  12 

52 

11 

6 

40 

53 

25 

34 

233 

Ll’hangel  G.M. 

..  13 

33 

9 

4 

8 

16 

3 

4 

90 

Llangwm  ...  . 

...  17 

62 

8 

4 

42 

32 

3 

9 

177 

125 

399 

90 

67 

282 

336 

81 

164 

1544 

UNFIT  HOUSES. 

The  following  statistics  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 


and  Local  Government  for  the  year  : 

Unfit  houses  closed  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  19 

Unfit  houses  made  fit — 

After  informal  action  by  the  Council 31 

After  formal  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  39 

After  formal  notice  under  the  Housing  Acts 13 


The  Council  have  found  that  their  policy  of  grant  aid  is  the  easiest 
way  of  dealing  with  the  problem  of  the  scattered  individual  unfit  houses. 
Many  have  now  been  brought  to  the  desirable  standard  with  all  standard 
amenities.  As  the  majority  of  these  unfit  houses  are  isolated,  they  cannot  be 
provided  with  main  sewerage  facilities,  and  therefore  septic  tanks  have  to 
be  constructed  with  the  consequent  increase  in  the  cost  of  improvements. 

The  remaining  houses  in  Class  4 will  be  the  hard  core  of  the  problem 
in  that  to  a large  extent  they  are  occupied  by  aged  persons,  whilst  some 
of  the  agricultural  properties  concerned  are  uneconomic  units.  The  advan- 
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tage  of  piped  water  supply  together  with  housing  improvement  grants 
have  served  to  revolutionise  the  position  in  the  housing  circumstances  of 
the  district  over  the  last  10  years.  The  solving  of  the  problem  in  the 
district  will  not  be  completed  however  until  all  the  houses  in  Class  3 have 
been  dealt  with.  Ideally,  a house  to  house  inspection  should  now  be 
undertaken,  and  the  necessary  repair  notices  served. 

Many  of  the  unfit  houses  have  been  bought  as  holiday  cottages  and 
are  being,  or  have  been  repaired  and  brought  to  a fit  standard.  It  is  sur- 
prising the  distance  which  town  dwellers  will  travel  to  obtain  the  satis- 
faction of  a country  home — in  fact,  some  come  as  far  afield  as  the  South 
of  England. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  due  to  the  increase  of  work  on  the  improve- 
ment of  houses,  increased  difficulty  is  apparent  in  obtaining  Contractors 
to  undertake  any  form  of  jobbing  work  and  general  repairs — indeed  at 
present  it  is  virtually  impossible  without  having  to  wait  many  months, 
to  have  any  general  repair  work  carried  out.  This  naturally  militates 
against  the  serving  of  Notices  for  repairs  under  Section  93,  Public  Health 
Act,  1935,  or  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1957. 


PRIVATE  BUILDING. 

Private  building  within  the  district  is  extremely  limited  and  in  fact 
only  1 farmhouse  and  4 dwelling  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 


The  Council  are  particularly  active  in  this  sphere  and  every  attempt 
is  made  to  induce  owners  to  take  advantage  of  the  grants  available  under 
the  Housing  Acts.  In  fact  in  an  area  which  is  so  sparsely  populated  and 
with  the  scattered  nature  of  housing,  reliance  on  housing  grants  is 
essential. 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  the  year  : 

No.  of  Houses 


Improved  Amount  Paid 

Discretionary  Grants 14  £4,425 

Standard  Grants 11  £1,571 


To  date  £32,094  has  been  paid  in  Discretionary  Grants  and  a further 
£5,396  promised,  and  £6,074  has  been  paid  in  Standard  Grants  with  a 
further  £1,990  (maximum)  promised. 

Mention  should  be  madte  of  the  fact  that  where  houses  are  improved 
with  the  aid  of  grants  under  the  Hill  Farming  Acts,  co-operation  is  main- 
tained with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  to  ensure 
that  the  houses  are  brought  to  a standard  similar  to  that  required  by  the 
Council  for  Discretionary  Grant  aid. 

The  number  of  farmhouses  registered  under  the  Hill  Farming  Acts 
remains  at  287.  These  grants  do  not  of  course  extend  to  the  smaller  units, 
and  the  Council  maintain  that  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  should  relax 
their  attitude  that  a holding  must  be  economic  before  it  can  be  aided,  as 
smallholdings  are  essential  to  the  economic  life  of  the  district.  Unfor- 
tunately no  leeway  was  made  in  this  argument. 
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ERECTION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 


A pair  of  old  people's  bungalows  at  Llangernyw  were  completed  during 
the  year,  and  these  were  the  only  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  the 
period.  However,  it  was  resolved  to  consider  during  the  ensuing  year  the 
erection  of  28  houses  in  the  various  villages  as  follows  : 


Ysbyty  Ifan  : 2 bungalaws  ; 
Llanfihangel  G.M.  : 2 bungalows  ; 
Llanddoget  ; 2 houses  ; 

Capel  Garmon  : 2 bungalows  ; 
Pandy  Tudur  : 2 bungalows  ; 


Pentrefoelas  ; 2 houses  ; 
Villages  in  Llangwm  Parish  : 
4 bungalows  ; 

Llangernyw  : 2 bungalows  ; 
Eglwysbach  : 2 bungalows  ; 
Cerrigydrudion  ; 8 units. 


The  whole  problem  of  the  erection  of  new  houses  is  frustrated  due 
to  the  high  rents  which  are  involved,  due  especially  to  high  building  costs 
— these  are  excessive,  if  no  grant  is  forthcoming,  e.g.,  slum  clearance  or 
housing  of  aged  persons. 

The  resultant  high  rents  militate  against  the  possibility  of  building 
houses  for  general  needs,  e.g.,  young  married  couples,  and  so  aggaravates 
the  problem  of  de-population.  The  drift  from  the  area  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  figures  of  the  Regsitrar  General  : 5,090  in  1956  and  4,520 
in  1963. 


The  Council  are  extremely  desirous  of  erecting  more  old  people's 
bungalows  and  the  policy  of  the  County  Council,  however,  in  insisting 
that  grants  will  be  with-held  except  for  one-bedroomed  dwellings  frustrates 
this.  The  Council  hold  the  view  that  a second  bedroom  is  essential. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  Council  maintain  a fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  throughout 
their  district.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  at  one  central  tip  at  Pentrefoelas.  In 
previous  years  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  regard  to  this  tip  in 
obtaining  top  soil  covering.  Carrion  crows  tend  to  scavenge  and  carry 
bones  and  other  materials  on  to  adjoining  fields,  and  as  such  causing 
danger  in  relation  to  foot  and  mouth  disease.  During  the  year,  £200  was 
spent  to  attempt  to  rectify  this  by  opening  one  dis-used  part  of  the  tip  and 
using  innocuous  material  as  cover,  whilst  at  the  same  time  engaging  part- 
time  labour  to  cover  the  working  face.  By  such  measures  the  tip  is  now 
fn  a tidy  and  orderly  condition. 

The  following  statistics  are  submitted  in  regard  to  the  service  : 

Vehicle  : Karrier  Fore-and-aft  Tipper. 

Men  employed:  3 (2  driver /loaders,  1 loader). 


No.  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  removed 1,070 

Total  cost £2,752 

Cost  per  premises  collected £2/11/-  (approx.) 

Total  mileage  in  the  year 11,099 

Mileage  per  gallon  11.4 
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NIGHT  SOIL  COLLECTION. 

A weekly  collection  of  night  soil  is  maintained  in  the  areas  of  Moun- 
tain View  and  Llanddoget.  The  scheme  of  sewering  the  hamlet  of  Mountain 
View  did  not  materialise  during  1963,  but  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  it 
will  be  executed  during  1964.  As  stated  in  the  previous  report,  the  area 
of  Llanddoget  is  tied  up  with  the  provision  of  the  sewerage  scheme,  which 
it  is  hoped  will  be  brought  to  the  Inquiry  stage  early  in  1964. 


No.  of  properties  from  which  night  soil  is  collected  36 

Cost  of  collection £405 

Cost  per  premises  collected £11  (approx.) 


LITTER  BASKETS. 

During  the  year  a contract  was  entered  into  with  the  Denbighshire 
County  Council  to  empty  litter  baskets  provided  by  them  on  the  highways, 
in  the  sum  of  £12  per  basket  per  annum  . This  system  appears  to  be 
working  well  and  eliminates  most  of  the  objectionable  collection  of  refuse 
at  the  lay-bys,  especially  during  statutory  holidays  and  peak  holiday 
periods. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  sharing  of  the  services  of  a full-time  Rodent  Operator  with  the 
Nant  Conway  Rural  District  Council  was  continued  during  the  year.  The 
Council  still  continue  with  annual  contracts  for  the  servicing  of  various 
properties — mainly  agricultural — and  the  operator  appears  at  times  to  be 
fully  employed  on  these. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Local  Dwelling  Agricultural  All  other  Total 

Authority  Houses  (including 

business 

premises) 
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FACTORIES. 

There  are  no  large  factories  in  the  district,  but  there  are  33  which  are  so  classified.  Each  was  inspected  and  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Except  for  a few  caravans  at  peak  holiday  periods,  the  area  cannot 
be  said  to  be  popular  for  this  type  of  holiday.  It  is  noted,  however,  that 
many  farmers  are  now  becoming  aware  of  their  legal  right  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I9601,  in  regard  to  the 
taking  of  3 caravans,  if  they  have  an  acreage  of  over  5 acres.  Nine  site 
licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Council,  and  on  inspection  of  the  sites 
all  were  found  to  be  well  maintained  in  accordance  with  the  conditions 
of  the  Licences  issued. 


FOOD  PREMISES. 


Whilst  ‘the  standard  of  food  premises  and  food  handling  in  the 
District  has  improved  considerably  over  the  last  few  years — this  being 
partly  allied  to  the  availability  of  water  supply  and  sewerage — it  is  felt 
however  that  more  attention  should  be  paid  in  regard  to  the  premises.  Un- 
fortunately, the  pressure  of  work,  especially  in  regard  to  housing,  has 
prevented  this  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  relates  to  food  premises  in  the  District  and 
inspection  carried  out  : 

No.  of  No.  of 

Premises  Visits  Paid 


Shops 55  106 

Bakehouses  ...  , 3 11 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels 13  60 

Cafes  14  264 

School  Canteens 12  32 

Bed  and  Breakfast  Accommodation  ...  22  26 

Vans  and  Stalls 16  73 

Slaughterhouses 1 450 

Butchers  Shops 5 80 


the 


SHOPS. 

The  shops  within  the  district  are  small  combined  shops  and  dwelling 
houses,  being  mostly  family  concerns.  Three  of  the  butchers’  shops  are 
registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

The  three  bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  well  maintained  during 
the  year,  and  their  products  are  of  excellent  standard. 


ICE  CREAM. 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district,  but  there  are  twenty 
registrations  for  the  sale  of  the  pre-packed  product.  Twelve  samples  were 
taken  during  the  year  and  all  were  returned  as  satisfactory. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  under-mentioned  foods  were  seized  during  the  year  as  being  unfit  : 
1 x 12  oz.  Luncheon  Meat  (Holland) . 

1 x 1TJ  oz.  Chopped  Ham  and  Pork. 

1 x 3 oz.  Garden  Peas. 

2 tins  Evaporated  Milk  (equivalent  1 quart) . 

2 x 14  lb.  8 oz.  Boneless  Cooked  Ham  (Germany) . 

2 x 14  oz.  Tomatoes. 

9 x 6 oz.  Nestle's  Cream. 

2 x 10^  oz.  Garden  Peas. 

1 x 3 oz.  Canadian  Red  Salmon. 

1 x 15  oz.  Peaches. 

1 x 16  oz  Pineapple  Cubes. 

1 x 15  oz.  Pears. 

1 x 17  lb.  Tin  Boiled  Ham. 

LICENSED  PREMISES. 

AH  the  licensed  premises  were  generally  well-maintained  during  the 
year,  and  the  standard  of  catering  and  food  handling  was  satisfactory. 

SCHOOL  CANTEENS. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  in  all  the  school  canteens 
was  found  to  be  generally  high.  As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports 
the  only  canteen  which  is  not  of  good  structural  standard  is  that  at  Llan. 
gernyw,  but  improvement  thereof  will  probably  have  to  be  with-held 
pending  the  erection  of  a new  village  hall. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

No  trades  are  registered  under  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  neither  are  there  any  fish  frying  premises. 

FOOD  SAMPLING. 


Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
in  the  HIRAETHOG  RURAL  DISTRICT,  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1963  : 


Article 

No.  Taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 
or  Sub-standard 

MILK  

8 

6 

1 2 

Butter 

1 

1 

— 

Margarine  

1 

1 

— 

Marmalade 

1 

1 

1 — 

Meat  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

Gin  

1 

1 

1 ~ 

TOTALS  | 

13 

1 11 

1 2 

Two  of  the  eight  samples  of  milk  taken  in  this  district  during  the  year 
were  reported  by  the  Analyst  as  being  deficient  in  fat.  In  one  instance 
the  fat  deficiency  was  found  on  “ Appeal  to  Cow  ” samples  being  taken  to 
be  due  to  the  cows  giving  milk  which  was  sub-standard  and  in  the  other 
case  a prosecution  was  taken  against  the  farmer-retailer  but  after  hearing 
all  the  evidence  the  magistrates  dismissed  the  case. 

THOS.  H.  EVANS, 

Chief  Inspector,  County  of  Denbigh. 

17,  Vicarage  Hill, 

WREXHAM. 

20th  January,  1964. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 

One  private  slaughterhouse  operates  within  the  District — Coed-y-Celyn, 
Betws-y-Coed — and  100  per  cent,  meat  inspection  is  maintained,  especially 
since  the  1st  October,  1963,  as  required  by  the  Meat  (Inspection)  Regula- 
tions, 1963. 

These  premises  reach  the  required  standard  and  are  used  by  three 
butchers,  two  of  which  are  from  the  area  of  the  Llanrwst  U.D.  Council. 
Generally  speaking  a good  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene  is  main- 
tained in  regard  to  slaughtering. 

As  stated  above,  since  the  1st  October,  1963,  100  per  cent,  meat 
inspection  is  carried  out,  and  it  has  been  imperative  for  the  Council  to 
form  a Joint  Committee  with  the  Llanrwst  U.D.  Council  to  secure  that 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  respective  authorities  will  assist  each 
other  in  times  of  sickness,  leave,  etc.  This  Joint  Committee  had  also  under 
consideration  the  charge  to  be  levied  on  the  butchers  for  meat  inspection  ; 
as  far  as  the  Hiraethog  Council  is  concerned  the  charges  levied  are  as  laid 
down  in  the  Regulations,  viz. — 

Bovine  animal,  2/6d.  ; calf  or  pig,  9d.  ; sheep  or  lambs,  6d. 

Concern  must  be  expressed  at  the  irregular  hours  of  slaughtering,  which 
necessitates  regular  overtime  work  on  Sundays  and  Statutory  Holidays, 
together  with  one  or  two  evenings  per  week. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 
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Cvsticercosis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration  

Generalised  and  totally  condemned  
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GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections 4092 

No.  of  Complaints  received  374 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  291 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served 24 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Visits  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 73 

,,  ,,  Factories  and  Workshops 36 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses 11 

,,  ,,  Public  Conveniences 13 

,,  ,,  Licensed  Premises 50 

Visits  re  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 415 

Visits  re  Rodent  Control 141 

Visits  to  Schools 36 

,,  ,,  Butchers’  Shops  80 

,,  ,,  Other  Shops  and  Stalls 106 

,,  Sewerage  Works ...  ...  ...  22 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  500 

,,  ,,  Housing . ..  690 

,,  ,,  Drainage ...  ...  622 

,,  ,,  Infectious  Disease 30 

,,  Canteens 32 

,,  ,,  Milk  Distributors 4 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises  264 

,,  ,,  Ice  Cream  Premises 42 

Miscellaneous  Visits ...  465 

Visits  re  Meat  Inspection  450 


4 092 
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PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

LABORATORY  SERVICE. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  at  Conway  and  samples  of  water 
milk  and  ice  cream  are  sent  there  for  bacteriological  examination.  Other 
types  of  bacteriological  examinations  are  also  carried  out  to  aid  in  the 
diagnosis  of  illness,  e.g.,  food  poisoning,  scarlet  fever,  meningitis,  etc. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

This  service  is  controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at 
Wrexham,  but  Denbigh,  Llanrwst  and  Llangemyw  ambulances  are  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ambuance  Sub-Station  at  Colwyn  Bay. 

The  following  is  given  for  the  information  of  the  Council  and  the 
numbers  refer  to  cases  conveyed  by  the  various  ambulances  and  the  mileage 
covered  during  the  year  : 


' 

Denbigh 

Ruthin 

Llanrwst 

Llangernyw 

Cerrigydrudion 

Totals 

Number  of  cases  con- 

veyed   

6,161 

4,141 

77 

1,932 

56 

12,367 

Total  mileage 

51,875 

46,971 

2,245 

26,154 

3,095 

130,340 

Number  of  ambulances 

per  station 

Whether  manned  by  vol 
untary  or  part-time 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

9 

personnel  

2 

Full-time 
& Vol. 

2 

Full-time 
& Vol. 

Vol. 

1 

Full-time 
& Vol. 

Vol. 

5 

Full-time 
& Vol. 

SITTING  CASE  CARS— Taxis. 

No.  of  Journeys  No.  of  Cases  Total  Mileage 

1893  5677  84728 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

This  service  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS. 


These  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 


Name  of  Clinic 

Date  and  Time  of  Clinic 

Surgeons  attend 

Nantyglyn  Clinic, 
Colwyn  Bay  ... 

Alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

Every  3 months. 

Plas-yn-Dre,  Bala 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  mornings 
in  each  month. 

Every  3 months. 

Drill  Hall,  Llan- 
rwst   

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  mornings 
in  each  month. 

Every  3 months. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINICS. 

These  Clinics  are  held  at  hospitals  in  Llandudno,  Wrexham,  Chester, 
Bangor  and  St.  Asaph. 

SCHOOL  OPHTHALMIC  CLINICS. 

These  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

At  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay,  on  Wednesdays  (fortnightly)  by 
appointment. 

At  the  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst,  on  Wednesdays  (monthly) 
by  appointment. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINICS. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

At  Bod  Difyr,  Cefn  Road,  Colwyn  Bay,  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays. 

At  Gatefield  Clinic,  Kings  Mills  Road,  Wrexham,  on  Thursdays  and 
by  appointment  on  Fridays. 

CHEST  CLINICS. 

Patients  attend  the  Chest  Clinics  held  weekly  at  Bala,  Llandudno, 
Rhyl  and  Denbigh,  or  by  appointment  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Grosvenor  Road, 
Wrexham. 

FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINICS. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

At  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay,  on  Mondays,  between  2t-30 
p.in.  and  3-30  p.m. 

At  No.  1 Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham,  on  Thursdays,  between  2 and 
4-30  p.m. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

Mothers  take  their  babies  to  one  of  the  under-mentioned  clinics  which 
serve  the  area  and  the  attendance  at  these  clinics  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : 


Under  1 year 

1—5 

years 

Total 

Visits 

12 

(V 

s 

£ 

12 

<d 

> 

>> 

>» 

u 

1 

>, 

J ) 

J, 

1 

CN 

c 

P 

1—5 

Llanrwst  

. ...  66 

81 

146 

834 

714 

Gian  Conway  

. ...  12 

22 

34 

212 

120 

Welfare  foods  are  available  at  the  Clinics  during  the  clinic  session  and 
also  at  the  following  depots  for  the  convenience  of  mothers  who  are  unable 
to  attend  the  Clinic  ; 

Mrs.  Lewis,  The  Shop,  Pentrellyncymer. 

Mrs.  Thomas,  The  Stores,  Cerrigydrudion. 

Mr.  Smith,  School  House,  Llanfihangel  G.M. 

Mrs.  D.  P.  Evans,  Post  Office,  Maerdy. 

Mr.  Ellis,  Post  Office,  Pentrevoelas. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts,  The  Post  Office,  Glasfryn. 
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TRANSPORT  TO  CLINICS. 

Transport  is  provided  to  take  mothers  and  babies  from  Eglwysbach  to 
Gian  Conway  and  from  Capel  Garmon  and  Nebo  to  Llanrwst  Clinics  as 
there  is  no  convenient  bus  service  from  these  areas.  The  number  of  mothers 
and  babies  who  took  advantage  of  this  service  was  : 

Capel  Garmon  to  Llanrwst  : Mothers,  20  ; Babies,  26. 

Eglwysbach  to  Gian  Conway  : Mothers,  20  ; Babies,  21. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE. 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  The  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst,  by  appoint- 
ment. Patients  are  referred  to  this  Clinic  by  General  Practitioners,  Health 
Visitors  and  District  Nurses.  A charge  of  2/6d.  per  treatment  is  made.  The 
number  of  persons  who  attended  at  this  Clinic  during  the  year  was  as 
follows  : 


Number  of  cases  on  register 262 

Number  of  first  visits 19 

Number  of  re-visits 183 

Number  of  appointments  made  266 

Number  of  appointments  kept 202 

Number  given  free  treatment — 


Patients  from  the  Rural  District  who  attended  the  above  Clinic  are 
included  in  the  above  figures. 

Free  treatment  was  given  during  the  year  to  aged  persons  living  at 
Bryn  Derwen  and  Dolanog  Homes  for  the  Aged.  The  number  of  treat- 
ments given  was  as  follows  : 

Bryn 

Derwen  Dolanog 


Number  of  individuals  received  free  treatment  77  147 

Actual  number  of  treatments  given 77  147 


DENTAL  CLINICS. 

This  Clinic  is  held  as  and  when  necessary  at  the  Clinic,  Watling  Street, 
Llanrwst,  and  cases  are  referred  from  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  and  from 
General  Practitioners.  The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  cases 
examined  and  treated  during  the  year  and  include  patients  from  the  Rural 
District  : 


Number  examined 10 

Number  requiring  treatment 10 

Number  treated  > 10 

Number  completed  treatment 8 
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NURSING  SERVICES 

The  following  are  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  nursing  staff  serving 
the  area  : 

Health  Visitors  : 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Roberts,  Avondale,  Chapel  Street,  Corwen. 

Tel.  No.  Corwen  156. 

Miss  R.  H.  Jones,  The  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst. 

Tel.  No.  Llanrwst  345. 

Miss  J.  P.  T.  Lewis,  Bryn  Teg,  Gian  Conway  (transferred  to  another 
area  in  August,  1963) . 

Mrs.  Roberts  also  carries  out  District  Nursing  relief  duties  in  the 
Cerrigydrudion  area. 


Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  : 

Miss  M.  Thomas,  21  Severn  Road,  Colwyn  Bay. 


District  Nurses  : 

Sister  A.  M.  Ellwood,  Libbylyn,  Penrhyd  Hall,  Talycafn. 

Tel.  No.  Tynygroes  310. 

Sister  M.  R.  Roberts,  Avondale,  Chapel  Street,  Corwen. 

Tel.  No.  Corwen  156. 

Sister  G.  Modinos,  Glascoed,  Llangernyw,  Abergele. 

Tel.  No.  Llangernyw  207. 

Sister  H.  C.  Munro,  2 Cae  Lwyd,  Cerrigydrudion. 

Tel.  No.  Cerrigydrudion  292. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  number  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided  was  as  follows  : 


Chronic  Sick  and  Aged  12 

Others ...  2 


